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Viva Gesu`!
Dearest Sisters
We are in the heart of the Lenten Season - the holy week. Let’s listen to what   St. Teresa of Avila says; ‘‘by the ‘apple tree’ I understand the tree of the cross because it is said in the Song of Songs: “under the apple tree I raised you up”.  A soul that is surrounded by crosses, trials and persecutions has a powerful remedy against the onslaught of the evil which often prevents one from the continued delight of contemplation.  It finds great joy in suffering; but a suffering that doesn’t consume it or waste its strength. The more the soul advances in this kind of prayer the more attention it pays to the needs of its neighbor. 

HOLY THURSDAY  

The Holy Mass is not simply a ritual.  It represents Jesus giving of himself for others. If we believe that in the Eucharist we receive Christ who was man for others, we must ourselves strive to become persons for others too. In fact through the frequent celebration of the holy Eucharist, we gradually become like Christ who placed Himself entirely at our disposal, at our service.   For this to happen, each member of the faithful must assimilate through personal and communal meditation, the values the Eucharist expresses, the attitudes it inspires and the resolutions to which it gives rise.  

GOOD FRIDAY
Christ’s death is immediately followed by his glorification.  The centurion on duty exclaimed: “Certainly this man was innocent!” and all who were present “saw what had taken place; they returned home beating their breasts” (Lk 23:47-48). The Church follows the same path and after having mourned the Saviour’s death bursts in a hymn of praise and prostrates in adoration.  With these same feelings, the Liturgy invites the faithful to eat of the Eucharist, which, never so much as today, shines brilliantly in its reality as a memorial of the Lord’s death.  The words of Jesus re-echo in our hearts: “This is my body to be given for you.  Do this as a remembrance of me” (Lk.22:19) and those of Paul: “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes!” (1 Cor.11:26)

HOLY SATURDAY
“If we have been united with Christ in a death like His” – insists St. Paul – “we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his”.  It is not a matter of beautiful phrases, but of an immense reality, of radical transformations wrought through baptism of which we are too forgetful and too little aware.  Therefore dying every day to our passions, our inclinations to evil, to selfishness and to pride; it means according to the triple renunciation of our baptismal promises- ever more and more to renounce Satan, his works and his vanities.

CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA!  
With these words I wish each one of you dear Sisters a Very meaningful and JOY-FILLED EASTER. “Christ has become our Paschal sacrifice, let us feast with joy in the Lord” says St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. St. Paul thus invites us Christians to approach the table of Christ, the true Lamb sacrificed for the salvation of mankind, with a heart that is cleansed of all sin, renewed in purity and truth; in order words, with the heart of one who is raised up from the dead. Thus the resurrection of the Lord, his “passage” from death to life must be mirrored in the resurrection of the faithful, effected through “passage” from the weaknesses of the old man to new life in Christ.  This resurrection is reflected in a deeper yearning for heavenly things.  Isn’t it beautiful dear Sisters?  BUONA PASQUA!
FEAST OF GRATITUDE
As we are preparing ourselves along with the educating community members for this great feast of La Madre, which will be celebrated at Damascus–Syria on 26th April let us undertake the journey of conversion to love with the passion of Paul. We are invited to walk in his footsteps, to accept the witness of his transforming encounter with Jesus, to place ourselves at his school, to catch the pearls in his letters. The commitment to live this experience is the most beautiful and fruitful gift that we can give to la Madre as a sign of gratitude, shouting aloud that I have become all things to all. 
ANIMATORS

It’s right and fitting to express our gratitude to our dear sisters who were generous in rendering their service as animators in different communities. 

Thank you dear Sr. PUTTI Viagula Mary for your untiring, and creative service in animating the communities entrusted to your care. May God reward your enormous sacrifices and dedicated life by granting you good health. 

May God bless and reward you dear Sr. STANISLAUS Mary Dora  for your hard work in building  communities with great sense of belonging to the Institute and special love for the poor of the society at large. We ask God’s countless blessings in your new mission. 

We bless the Lord dear Sr.SOOSAIMUTHU Arul Mary for your loving and selfless service to the   communities. You have paved way for  the growth of the community by reaching out to many young people in need. May Mother Mary accompany you in your new endeavours. 

We give thanks to God for you dear Sr.SANTIAGU May for your availability in animating the community and your able and creative animation of different groups. May the Almighty reward you hundredfold granting you good health and all the graces needed for your new mission. 

We Thank God for you dear Sr.DEVARAJ Amalia Assunta for your dedicated, cheerful and loving service to the community and we implore the Lord to bless you with good health and cheer to take up the new mission with new vigour and enthusiasm.

May God be praised for you dear Sr.AROKIASAMI Ophilia for your long dedicated service in different communities. May He the Lord of all bless you abundantly with all the graces, blessings and good health. We wish you all the best for your mission amidst the needy. 
We are grateful to you dear Sr. PUSHPANATHAN Virginia  for your generous availability,  loving and dedicated service. Your hard work and readiness brought many people closer to God. You have paved way for the FMA presence with much dedication and hard work. May the Lord continue to lead you in your future mission. 
Thank you dear Sr. SEBASTIAN Vimala Rani  for your availability in guiding and leading the community with great interest. May  your enthusiasm attract many young people and may the Lord  assist you in your new mission. 
We praise the Lord for the gift of yourself dear Sr. ANTHONISWAMI Suganthi for your loving and sacrificing service done with great sense of belonging. May the Lord guide you in your  new venture.

Sr. JOSEPH Isabella   will extend her service as Animator of New Washermenpet community for one more year. 
The following sisters will continue their service as Animators in their respective        communities. 

Sr. GOMES Dorothy 


-  MADRAS - Broadway 

Sr. LAZAR Bernardine 


-  Dindigul 

Sr. POOBALARAYEN Nirmala 

-  Wellington  

I am happy to announce the names of the New Animators for the following communities:

Sr.  ALPHONSE Mary J.Isabella 

-  Tiruppur

Sr.  ALEXANDER Amali


-  Tirupattur – MIC 

Sr.  KULANDAISAMY Lourdumary 
-   Keela Eral

Sr.  MATHEW J. Siriapushpam  

-  Arni

Sr.  REMEGIUS Angel Veda  

-  Coimbatore 

Sr . SANTIAGU Celine 


-  Vadakku Paganoor

Sr.  SAVARIMUTHU Lucy 

-   Jawadhi Hills 

Sr.  PITCHAI Mary Saroja 
 

-  Mannivakkam

Sr.  PAZHAYATTIL Annie


-   Yercaud 

May the foreseeing love of the Father bless and lead you in this great responsibility and in turn may each sister and the young may experience His unconditional love through you. Once again thank you and all the best.
RETREAT

APRIL reminds us of our days of retreat.  The fourth batch retreatants will be at Wellington from the 20th – 27th for their longed for days of personal encounter with the Lord preceded by Seminar on Discernment on the 18th and 19th of the same month.

SECOND NOVITIATE
Sr.Arockiasamy Celine Mary, Sr.Joseph Victoria Mary, Sr.Pathinathan Gloria Rani, Sr.Savariappan Irine Novila Rani, Sr.Savarimuthu Stella Rani and Sr.Sylas Rani Salujah will be in Yercaud from 22nd April to reflect on their Spiritual journey during the Second Phase of the Second Novitiate.  May the Holy Spirit enlighten, guide, teach and inspire you each moment of those precious days of yours dear Sisters!
VOCATION CAMP

The harvest is great but the labourers are few! So let’s get fired up dear sisters with an ardent zeal to fish as many souls as possible for the vineyard of the Lord by means of the Vocation Camp days that has been fixed according to the letter sent by the vocation promoter.
MISSIONARY COURSE

The following three Sisters - Sr.Stanislaus Mary Dora, Sr.Kanickaraj Shanthi Selvi ,and Sr.Chinnanayagam Mary Sheela will participate in the Missionary Course that will be held in Rome  from 7th to 28th May 2009.
I am happy to inform you of the student sisters who will be going to Italy

    Sr. Irudayanathan Helen                -   One year Course on    “Formation”

    Sr  Viagappan Rosario Jebamani
 -   Two years Course on  “Spirituality”

    Sr. Lourdusamy Kalai Gnani  
 -   One year Course on “Communication” 
· Past Pupils’ Convention will be held in Rome in July 2009. Sr. Rayappan Elisa and Sr.Samuvel Gloria Navaneetham will be participating in the same. 
· Third South Asian Regional Congress of Salesian Cooperators will be held from 24th to 26th April 2009 in Poonamallee, Chennai. Wishing all our cooperators a fruitful participation. 
ECONOMERS’ MEET
The Economers will be in Kodambakkam on the 7th and 8th April to complete their Society Accounts.  The letter sent by the Provincial Economer will surely help to have everything up to date for those days of intense work.  All the best dear Sisters!

PRAYERS are REQUESTED for the recently departed ones of our dear Sisters, our sick sisters and all those near and dear to us. 

· Ms.Catherine, sister of Sr.Magdalane, Annie and Auxilia Rodriguez passed away on 17th March. May God bless and strengthen them, specially their mother who lavished her love on Catherine in her long years of illness and suffering. 

· Mr.Raju – Well known auditor, gentle, dedicated and service minded person is no more. He was called by the Lord on 6th April around 09.30 a.m. May the Lord bless and reward him a hundredfold and strengthen the family members. 
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ST. FRANCIS DE SALES in his book the ‘ Living Love’  says, “loving God’s will in pleasant times is a worthy love if it is truly God’s will that is loved rather than the pleasure itself.  To love suffering and misfortune for the love of God is the highest form of holy love.  There is nothing in it to love except the will of God.  It goes against our natural tendencies. Job speaks to us “shall we accept good from God, and not trouble? (Job. 2:10) This is a question filled with love.  He accepts adversity because it comes from the same hand that blessed him with good.”

Yours affectionately,

Sr. Mary Ann Fernando fma 

Provincial 
April  - 2009
PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1 - 4

:  Yercaud - Annual Retreat 
        

 4 - 5  

:  Dindigul & Ulagampatti- Provincial Visit
          

 6 - 7   

:  Trichy - Manikandam 

8 - 12 

:  Kodambakkam - Holy Week 

    

     13

:  Arni - Provincial Visit


     14    
:  Anmarudai - Provincial Visit


     15

:  Pallikonda - Provincial Visit
                             16

:  Katpadi  



     17

:  Journey to Wellington 
        

18-19

:  Wellington - Discernment Seminar  
       

20-27

:  Wellington - Annual Retreat II


28-29

:  Yercaud - Provincial Council 



30 

:  Yercaud - Recollection 

   …  Second Novitiate Program 


    
 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  VICE PROVINCIAL
1 - 4

:  Yercaud - Annual Retreat 
22 - 30

:  Yercaud  - Second Novitiate program 
28 - 29

:  Yercaud - Provincial Council

30 

:  Yercaud - Recollection
 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  ECONOMER 
1 - 4

:  Yercaud - Annual Retreat 

7 - 8 

:   Economers’ Meet 

14

:   Thanjavur

15 

:   Regunathapuram
16

:   Therespuram 

17

:   Dindigul 

19

:   Pallikonda, Polur

20

:   Katpadi 
24

:   Tiruvottiyur 

27

:   Yercaud - Second Novitiate 
28 - 29

:   Yercaud - Provincial Council
30 

:   Yercaud - Recollection   
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