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Viva Gesu`!

Dearest Sisters,

As we are blessed with another year, let me wish you all God’s choicest Blessings for a Very Happy New Year 2009 with all the surprises God has in store for His children whom He loves so dearly.  Motherhood of Mary is the blessing par excellence of God to humanity. Let us become effective signs and bearers of Mary’s maternal presence in the world of today.
I am glad to present the theme for the World Day of Peace given by the Holy Father Pope Benedict  XVI  which lays stress on ‘Fighting Poverty to build Peace”  This is his message for each one of us;  to make the world a better place to live in at the community level and in the field of our apostolate. I am sure the Message of the Holy Father has already reached you. Let’s allow his message to sink deep in our hearts and flow out into our collaborators. 
Our dear Rector Major in his Strenna for the year 2009 says: “Let us commit ourselves to making the Salesian Family a vast movement of persons for the salvation of the young”. 
There are two events that explain the choice of the topic for the Strenna of the year 2009: the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Salesian Congregation and the preparation for the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco (1815-2015). With the remembrance of the 150th anniversary of the Salesian Congregation we are beginning the preparation for the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco. This celebration will mean renewed fidelity to Don Bosco, to his spirituality, to his mission; it will be a “Salesian” Holy Year.” The Strenna is already in your hands. Hearkening to the exhortation of the Rector Major I recommend everyone to study the book ‘Common Identity card of the Salesian Family’ together with the members of Educating community.
Feast of the Epiphany

While reflecting on this feast of manifestation, we are reminded that our journey towards a closer encounter with Christ demands that we need a guide for our spiritual journey as the Magi needed a star to guide them to Jesus.  Our guiding star is obviously the divine teachings of Christ; but of course our journey will not all the time be smooth and easy; neither was it so for the Magi. But if we are daring enough to keep going forward, we will see that the darkness will pass and once again we will have the glimpse of the initial star that we saw when we set out on our journey.

As the third term of the scholastic year begins, may our blessed Mother Mary give us all the physical and spiritual energy to carry out the work among our young people with love, enthusiasm, and optimism so essential for a fruitful apostolate. God be with you dear          sisters and help you with His grace to complete the academic year fruitfully and successfully.

Unity Octave 18 – 25 Jan 2009

‘That they may become one in your hand’... (Ezek. 37: 15-23) The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2009 is rooted in the experience of the Churches in Korea. In their context of national division, the churches have turned for inspiration to the prophet Ezekiel, who also lived in a tragically divided nation and longed for the unity of his people. This year’s week of prayer materials are based on Ezekiel’s second vision which depicts two pieces of wood, symbolizing the two kingdoms into which Israel had been divided. The intentions of prayer for this important week have been sent to all the communities for your kind attention to do the needful. 

Jubilee Bells will joyously ring on the 15th of January 2009 at Sacred Heart Home, Katpadi to announce the Diamond Jubilee of the Religious Profession Rev. Sr. Moris   Kanikkam Maria   and the Golden Jubilee of Sacred Heart Home.     We congratulate and 
warmly express our sentiments of appreciation and gratitude to our dear Sr. Kanikkam for her long years of service filled with love for the poor and zeal for souls in the Vineyard of the Lord.  Dear Sister, May the Lord preserve and sustain you with good health so that you may draw many souls with your words of love and the foreseeing love of the  Heavenly Father, even while moving on your wheel chair.  Thank you dear Sister!

We also rejoice to recall the numerous young candidates and sisters who have passed through this   channel of love: Sacred Heart Home.  It has sheltered many young Aspirants, Postulants, Novices and Sisters all through these years and it could be rightly called the ‘House of the Love of God’.  Thanks to the Divine Providence and the elderly sisters who have worked hard to set up this lovely oasis of love of God and neighbour.

Thanks to the Community  of Polur for hosting the house staff during their days of spiritual retreat on the 28th and 29th. Dec. 2008, which is indeed an indispensable power and strength for our young collaborators in the various houses. May God bless and reward you dear Sisters.

The first batch of Annual Retreat for Sisters has begun on 28th Dec. at Mannivakkam.  We wish all the participants a very holy and memorable stay in the company of the Lord. I extend my thanks to the  Community for all the arrangements made for the comfortable stay of the retreatants and of course  my special word of thanks goes to our dear Sr. May Santiagu the Retreat preacher. May the Holy Spirit invade you all!

Pongal: On this unique festal day, let us praise and thank the Lord for the plentiful rains and a rich harvest He bestows on us year after year.  Let us also raise a prayer of gratitude for all those who work hard in the fields, in factories, in industries and every other category of people who make life easier for us.

On 26th January 2009 we will be celebrating the 60th anniversary of the Republic India; when the Constitution of India came into force, and India declared itself as a “Republic” on this day of the year 1950, a date thereafter celebrated annually as Republic Day in India.  The
Country finally realized the dream of Mahatma Gandhi and the numerous freedom fighters who, fought for and sacrificed their lives for the Independence of their country. Today, the Republic Day is celebrated with much enthusiasm all over the country and especially in the capital.  The beginning of the occasion is always a solemn reminder of the sacrifice of the martyrs who died for the country in the freedom movement and the succeeding wars for the defense of country’s sovereignty.  Let us pray that the sacrifice of these valiant martyrs may bear abundant fruit even in the present times and that the citizens may enjoy true freedom of thought and expression. 

All in the Family 

Let’s make our presence more meaningful and effective as and when demands arise, especially during the following occasions 
· Provincial Team Meet 
: 3rd Jan.  at St.Mary’s Vellore.

· Economers’ meet          
:  2nd - 4th Jan.  at Kodambakkam. 

· Past Pupils’ Convention
: 10th & 11th Jan.  at Chennai-Chetpet. 

· Diamond & Golden Jubilee 
            Celebrations  
: 15th  Jan. at Sacred Heart Home  

· Animation 


:  For all the Animators, E.C. Co-ordinators, Y.P.Co- 

                                    ordinators and two EC Core group members on 16th 
  Jan.  at Auxilium College – Katpadi. For other details

    kindly refer to  the letter sent by the Provincial Team.  
· Head Mistresses Meet
: 18th for Vellore zone at Tirupattur MIC 
: 25th Chennai and South zones at Broadway.

· Provincial Council 

: 17 &18th Jan.  at Sacred Heart Home –Katpadi. 

· Media Education Seminar 
: 22nd Jan.  for the Teachers at Chetpet .
· Conclusion of  the Golden 
       Jubilee celebrations 
: 24th Jan.  Kodambakkam 
· Salesian Co-operators’

                                Annual Day   :  25th for Vellore and Chennai Zone at  Broadway                                                          










  –F.X Parish
Strenna 2009
The explanation  of the Strenna 2009 will be given  for the Salesian family members on 10th January 2009 at Trichy SDB Provincial House and on 17th January 2009 at Lourdes shrine, Madurai from 09.30 am to 01.00 p.m. Sisters from south zone could participate    and 
bring alive the Salesian charism in our mission field. Kindly inform Rev. Fr. Albert Johnson SDB, the Vice Provincial about the arrival of the participants. 
Celebrating the Feast of Blessed Laura Vicuna is very relevant and challenging today. Let us continue to make her greatness known, thus the young people may draw inspirations from the little girl exercised in the ordinary events of her daily life.   

Feast of St.Francis de Sales calls us to dedicate and spend time to discover the roots of our spirituality in him, inorder to   become the signs of life unified in God and self giving to others. 

Feast of St. John Bosco
The Salesian spirituality lived in authentic fashion becomes a great attraction for others.       St. John Bosco so embodied this spiritual way that he was an almost irresistible attraction for youngsters of all ages and all walks of life. This spirituality is easy for young people [and old people as well!] because it does not require long prayers or devotional practices. For youth it is enough to eat well, sleep well, play well, study well, pray well and everything well, well, well. Well! One gets the idea! The bottom line is that this spirituality in the Salesian tradition is for all without any reservation. Sanctity is for all. One can be holy by living one's life to the full in the love of Jesus and doing one's job to the best of one's ability for the love of others. Only one thing remains to be said: "Live Jesus!" 

Prayers are requested for the good health of our sick Sisters, benefactors, dear ones and the relatives of our Sisters.  

My heartfelt condolences to our dear sisters Rajapushpam and Regina A. who lost their eldest brother on 23rd December and to Sr. Mary Vincent whose mother passed away on 27th December, and to all our dear sisters whose loved ones are  no more.  Let’s pray to the God of consolation to be at their side. 
St. Mary Mazzarello says in her letter #26 “Courage then, my dearest Sisters in Jesus, let us remember that everything passes, so let nothing disturb us, since everything serves to acquire true happiness.”
Yours affectionately,
Sr. Mary Ann Fernando fma 

Provincial 

January   2009

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

28th Dec. – 4th Jan    
:  Mannivakkam  - Annual Retreat 

             
     5 

:  Kodambakkam  - Provincial Office 

     6 

:  Chennai: New Washermenpet - Provincial Visit

     7 - 8 
:  Chennai Chetpet   - Provincial Visit

     9 

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office
             
     10 - 11
:  Chennai: Chetpet - Past Pupils’ Convention 
        
     12 - 13     :  Chennai: Broadway - Provincial Visit 



      14 

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 

       
     15  
:  Katpadi: Sacred Heart Home - Jubilee Celebrations
16

:  Katpadi: Auxilium College - Animation 

17 - 18
:  Katpadi: Sacred Heart Home -Provincial Council 
                  19 - 20 
:  Vellore: St.Mary’s - Provincial Visit 



     21 - 22
:  Polur - Provincial Visit



     23 

:  Jawadhi Hills - Provincial Visit 

     24 

:  Kodambakkam 

  

     25 - 27
:  Katpadi: Auxilium College - Provincial Visit 



     28 - 29
:  Tirupattur - MIC - Provincial Visit 

     30 - 31     :  Tirupattur - Mazzarello Home - Provincial Visit 



   

        

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  VICE PROVINCIAL

3 :  Vellore  : St.Mary’s Convent - Provincial Team Meet

4 :  Katpadi : Auxilium College 

8 :  Pallikonda & Polur

9 :  Katpadi  : Auxilium Home & Sacred Heart Home 

       

     10 - 11
:  Chennai: Chetpet - Past Pupils’ Convention

                  
     12

:  Vyasarpadi

14 -15  
:  Katpadi: Sacred Heart Home - Jubilee Celebrations
16

:  Katpadi: Auxilium College 

17 - 18
:  Katpadi: Sacred Heart Home -Provincial Council

25 - 26     :  Yellagiri Hills 
PROGRAMME  OF  THE  ECONOMER 

       2 - 4 
:  Kodambakkam : Economers’ Meet

15  
:  Katpadi : Sacred Heart Home -  Jubilee Celebrations
   

     16

:  Katpadi : Auxilium College 

17 - 18
:  Katpadi : Sacred Heart Home -Provincial Council 
               

  ________________
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