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Viva Gesu`!

Dearest Sisters!
We are grateful to the Lord to begin this new month with the feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus.  It is interesting to know that there is such a thing as ‘St. Theresa Sacrifice Beads’.  It goes as follows: A Sacrifice Bracelet is a string of ten beads, which can be pulled and made to/ still remain in place.  As a child, St. Theresa of Lisieux carried a small string of beads in her pocket to help her count the gifts she offered to God each day.  When Theresa would practice a virtue, such as letting someone else have their way, or refrain from a critical word, or from a vice such as gossip, she would secretly reach into her pocket and ‘ pull a bead ‘ to Jesus.   Isn’t it too simple and yet so great?  Let us not forget dear sisters to have recourse to such little hidden acts of love shown in a tangible way to our beloved Spouse Jesus each and every day of our life.
2nd October reminds us of the Feast of the Guardian Angels. Devotion to the Holy Angels gives rise to a certain form of the Christian life which is characterized by:
· devout gratitude to God for having placed these heavenly spirits of great sanctity and dignity at the service of humans;

· an attitude of devotion deriving from the knowledge of living constantly in the presence of the Holy Angels of God;- serenity and confidence in facing difficult situations since the Lord guides and protects the faithful in the way of justice through the ministry of His Holy Angels.
Feast and Month of the Holy Rosary should fill us with tender love towards our Blessed Mother. Mary was already spoken of in paradise as the one who would come to tread upon the head of the serpent, the spirit of darkness. This she has done by becoming the Mother of God, by bringing forth the Redeemer. As Jesus came into this world through Mary's co-operation, so He desires her co-operation in ruling the world. The history of the Conquests and Victories of the Church verify this throughout the centuries."Lo, here is the sword of Goliath. . . . There is none like that, give it to me." (I Kings 21: 9) David, with God's assistance and his only weapon, a pebble, slew the giant. God gives us, as our weapon, the Holy Rosary. Let all use this weapon with full confidence and great faith. To mark this Marian month let us follow the guidelines and the practices sent from the Province and help our young people to have filial devotion to our Blessed Mother. 
Let’s listen to the experience of St. Teresa of Avila as we are about to celebrate her feast on 15th October. ‘Teresa   wasted time every day in long, foolish conversations. But one day, in front of a picture of Jesus, she felt great sorrow that she did not love God more. 
St. Teresa started then to live for Jesus alone, no matter what sacrifice had to be made. In return for her love, the Lord gave her the privilege of hearing him talk to her. She learned to pray in a marvelous way, too.    St. Teresa of Avila is famous for having opened new Carmelite convents. These convents were filled with sisters who wanted to live holy lives. They made many sacrifices for Jesus. Teresa herself gave them the example. She prayed with great love and worked hard at the convent tasks.
Mission Sunday:  Here is an extract from the message of our dear Holy Father Pope Benedict the XVI given for the day. 
Missio ad gentes - The mission of the Church, therefore, is to call all peoples to the salvation accomplished by God through his incarnate Son. It is therefore necessary to renew our commitment to proclaiming the Gospel which is a leaven of freedom and progress, brotherhood, unity and peace (cf. Ad Gentes, 8). I would "confirm once more that the task of evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the Church" (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14), a duty and a mission which the widespread and profound changes in present-day society render ever more urgent. At stake is the eternal salvation of persons, the goal and the fulfillment of human history and the universe. Animated and inspired by the Apostle of the nations, we must realize that God has many people in all the cities visited by the apostles of today (cfr Acts 18:10). In fact "the promise is to you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to him" (Acts 2:39). 
The whole Church must be committed to the missio ad gentes, until the salvific sovereignty of Christ is fully accomplished: "At present, it is true, we are not able to see that all things are in subjection to him" (Heb 2:8). The suggestions and the prepared practices sent by the coordinator for the area of  Mission ad/inter gentes will be of great help to be ardent missionaries. Let us avail the same to all the members of the educating community and have special prayers for our mission in Sri Lanka. 
Blessed Don Rua whose hundredth death anniversary we celebrate is the most faithful Son of Don Bosco and his esteem for Rua may be seen from the fact that he was asked by Don Bosco to supervise the first boarders of the oratory including Cagliero on their way to and fro from School.  Recalling his early recollections of Rua, Cagliero said:’ He distinguished himself among 80 companions and gave the impression of being a highly virtuous boy’.  Michael was also in charge of assisting hundreds of boys who frequented the oratory on Sundays.  While Don Bosco heard the confessions of his boys, Michael supervised the rest of the boys in the playground and made sure that those who were going to communion did not break the fast by drinking water at the pump.  He led the prayers, gently reminded those who were distracted and taught catechism to the smallest. Dear Sisters, are we still faithful to the practice of assisting our children while they are in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  Do we help them with adequate preparation and make them realize the sense of sin which the world has lost sight of? God has entrusted these souls in your hands, mind you!
La Madre in her Circular No 903  highlights that we are called to undertake journeys of conversion to love. We are warmly invited to make it become a reality.  Both personal and community life is a journey of conversion to love that is realized in our encounter with the person of Jesus, the place where we find all our brothers and sisters, the source of every relationship in daily life. Mother General explains the theme beautifully under these sub titles: ‘Life as a journey of conversion’, ‘Conversion as encounter’, ‘from encounter, the proclamation’. Let us ponder these words and to become better signs of God’s Love.
UP-DATING COURSES
1) 29th Sept. – 2nd Oct.
 
 Counselling Course    
 - Yercaud
2) 3rd    Oct. – 5th   Oct.

 Animation ‘On Counselling’   - Batch I  -  Yercaud

3) 6th    Oct. –   8th Oct.

 Animation ‘On Counselling’   - Batch II -  Yercaud
4) 10th Oct. 


 Animation ‘On Human Rights’- Katpadi 
5) 15th      – 17th Oct.

 Project Cycle Management  
   - Yercaud     
6)  31st Oct. – 1st Nov.        
 Recollection & Animation-Junior Sisters - Trichy
NEWS!

· Heartfelt thanks for your fervent prayers for the needs of Sri Lankan mission and for the financial contribution. Happy to inform you that we have started another New Presence for the war affected children. Kindly keep them in your prayers that our mission may bring them bright future. 
· Project- Mornese: Sr. Maghimai Lourdu Mary, Sr. Felix Hilda and                 Sr. Malapatti Fatima will leave on Oct. 3rd for Rome to attend the same.  Safe Flight, Happy Stay and Speedy Return dear Sisters!

· Sr.Johnson Towle Irine has returned from Rome after her studies and taken up her new mission at Trichy-Manikandam. We wish her Good Luck. 

· ‘Come and See’ programme will be held at different places. Please do your very best and encourage our young people to do great things for the Lord. Let the waves and vibrations of our prayer reach many young people to follow Christ more closely.  
Prayers requested for our sick Sisters, our benefactors and our dear relatives.

R.I.P. We are all in the know of the departure of our dear Sr. Hale Maude to her Heavenly Father’s abode.  We offer our heartfelt condolences to dear Sr. Wilma De Souza and all the sisters of INB. She has toiled with much love and missionary zeal in our Chennai Province as well for many years.  Our gratitude for her will be expressed in prayers and Masses offered for the repose of her soul.
Our dear Sr. Anna Abraham needs no introduction to many of us  for she has been one among us in Chennai Province for years together, working for the up-keep of the Formation house in Katpadi, supervisor of buildings and numerous other tasks, demanding untold sacrifices and above all she was an example of an authentic Religious. Dear Sr.Rosy Malayatty and dear sisters of INK, be sure that she will intercede for us and bring us success in all our endeavours. 
Kindly have the sister of Sr. Elizabeth P.D. in your prayers. She left this world for her eternal reward.  May her soul rest in peace and may her dear ones left behind be consoled by the Lord of life.
Let us pray and support our dear Sr.Justina Kurapati whose father passed away on 29th Sept. May her mother be comforted and the family members be filled with faith and consolation at this moment of great loss. 

Here is St. Francis de Sales who  gives us a few examples  par excellence as to how we could be united with God  by brief, spontaneous, voluntary prayers as these: 

“O God, you are the only unity necessary for my soul”

“If I am made for you, why am I not in you?”

“Attract me.  I will run to you in response.  I will cast myself into your fatherly arms and stay there forever. Amen.”

Let’s follow the footsteps of our Salesian Saints. EVVIVA!

Yours affectionately,
Sr. Mary Ann Fernando
Provincial
OCTOBER  - 2009

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1 - 2

:  Wellington 
 3

:  Journey
        

 4 - 5  

:  Dharmapuri - Provincial Visit 
          

 6
     
:  Journey
       

 7 - 9

:  Polur - Provincial Visit 
        

10 - 11

:  Yellegiri - Provincial Visit   
           

12 - 14

:  Tirupattur - Mary Immaculate - Provincial Visit 


15 - 17

:  Arni - Provincial Visit  
      

18

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 

19 - 21 
:  Tiruvottiyur - Provincial Visit 
22 - 23

:  Vyasarpadi - Provincial Visit 
24 - 25

:  Mannivakkam - Provincial Council  
27 -29 

:  Madurai - Provincial Visit  
30    

:  Journey
31-1 Nov. 
:  Trichy - Manikandam Juniors’ Animation
 

 

PROGRAMME OF THE ECONOMER 

6

:  Polur  

7  

:  Arni
13

:  Tiruvottiyur 
16

:  Kodambakkam - Financial Committee Meet 

17 

:  Vyasarpadi

19

:  Therespuram

20

:  Keela Eral
21

:  Madurai 

24-25

:  Mannivakkam - Provincial Council 
28

:  Fatima Convent- Kodambakkam 
                                           ----                        
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