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Viva Gesu`!

Dearest Sisters!
It is often said: ‘To live with the Saints in heaven is glory but to live with the Saints on earth is another story’.  It is interesting to note something about the two great Saints:                    St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross.
Contemporaries of one another, St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross were known to disagree on many things regarding the spiritual life. Although they were friends, they had difficulties with each other now and then and this was known in their time. Still, to this day, these two saints who are considered to be the greatest Carmelite saints of all time and their writings are among the top written works in Mystical Theology. Their books remain in print as if timeless.

St. Teresa of Avila was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1970 by Pope Paul the VI. She is the first woman to be named as a Doctor. So dear sisters, let us  not lose courage when at times we differ from one another in opinions regarding issues that can be overlooked. 
La Madre in her Circular 904 speaks about accompaniment as an experience of communion and a style to express love. In the Christian vision, accompaniment is not so much the activity of guiding others as of letting ourselves be accompanied by the Word of God. It accomplishes its journey and reaches us. It opens our ears, knocks on the door of our heart, and does not leave without first provoking a change.  We have the responsibility of reciprocally empowering each other in view of the realization of a common task in the family spirit.  Let us ponder her words again and again and avail this opportunity in our daily life situations. 

All Saints Day
On All Saints Day, we celebrate the saints of the Lord and ask for their prayers and intercessions. The whole concept of All Saints Day is tied to the concept of the Communion of Saints. This is the belief that all of God's people - in heaven, on earth, and in the state of purification - are connected in communion. In other words, we believe that the Saints of God are just as alive as you and I and are constantly interceding on our behalf.. The saints are not divine, nor omnipresent or omniscient. However, because of our communion with and through Jesus Christ, our prayers are joined with the heavenly community of Christians. Catechism of the Catholic Church says:  “Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in heaven fix the whole Church more firmly in holiness.  They do not cease to intercede for us with the Father …..so by their fraternal concern our weakness is greatly helped.”
All  Souls Day
All Souls Day   commemorates all the faithful departed i.e. all those who die in God's faith and friendship. The Catholic teaching on Purgatory essentially requires belief in two realities: i). that there will be a purification of believers prior to entering heaven and ii). that the prayers in some way benefit those in the state of purification. All Souls Day is the day to remember, pray for and offer requiem masses for these faithful departed who await our prayers.  We will remember gratefully all those who have gone before us. May the Risen Christ be our strength and our hope!
21st  Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a liturgical feast celebrated by the Roman Catholic Church. Mary's parents, Joachim and Anne, who had been childless, received a heavenly message that they would bear a child and in due time, in thanksgiving for the gift of their daughter, they brought her, when still a child, to the Temple in Jerusalem to consecrate her to God.

22nd  Feast of Christ the King                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Pope Pius XI instituted the feast of Christ the King in 1925 to remind Christians that their allegiance was to their spiritual ruler in heaven as opposed to earthly supremacy, which was claimed by Benito Mussolini. Pope Benedict XVI has remarked that Christ's Kingship is not based on "human power" but on loving and serving others. The perfect exemplar of that acceptance, he pointed out, is the Virgin Mary. Her humble and unconditional acceptance of God's will in her life, the Pope noted, was the reason that "God exalted her over all other creatures, and Christ crowned her Queen of heaven and earth." 

29th  First Sunday of Advent
Advent begins the Church's liturgical year and is the season leading up to the celebration of Christmas. The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also to the anniversary of the His  birth in TIME on Christmas Day. Advent Devotions - the lighting of the Advent wreath; and the Advent calendar help to remind us of the coming of Christ with daily thoughts and activities. Advent prayers prepare us spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ.  It is praiseworthy to prepare ourselves and those entrusted to us, to welcome Jesus with much love and fervour.

All in the family : 

Sr.Agatha has left for Sri Lanka on 28th Oct. for a brief voluntary service. I thank her for her availability at this emergency need of the country. May God reward her for her sacrifices and her generosity. 
Our dear Sisters of Theresepuram are finally having a home of their own. Let us all join them as they enter into their new abode on the 6th of Nov. and praise and thank the Lord for all the graces He has showered upon this community and ask for more and more Blessings. 

Hearty welcome to our beloved Rector Major who comes to India for the concluding Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the SDB Province of Guwahati from 7th to  10th Nov!  May he enjoy good health and have a pleasant stay! To the Provincial and all the Confreres we wish God’s choicest blessings and a continued fruitful Mission! 
We are happy you are back. On the 6th of Nov. our dear sisters of the Project Mornese are returning full of the Spirit of Mornese and Valdocco. We await their arrival to drink deeply from the wells of our sources. Welcome dear Sisters! 
14th Children Day The day is marked with a lot of activities for children. But the fact remains that only a section of the country’s children actually have an opportunity to celebrate their existence. Schools organize events and activities that their students thoroughly enjoy, but there is an entire populace of young ones that are left ignored on this special day – the downtrodden street children. The fortunate children in our schools should be reminded about their good fortune to have all that they are endowed with, while there are others who can barely feed or clothe themselves. Instead of celebrating it with pomposity in our schools why not bring a difference into the lives of children who are unprivileged
14th  Provincial Community Day at Tanjore.  It is a day of celebration and a day on which we express our gratitude to God and to one another for the great miracles He works through us every instant of our life in living up our commitment.. I would like to express most sincerely my sentiments of gratitude to all the animators, sisters, Salesians, members of the Salesian family, teachers,  students, past pupils, cooperators , VIDES members,  well wishers,  educating communities  and all the collaborators for the unique contribution you make in the building up of God’s Kingdom. May God continue to bless us and make us His credible signs now and always.
15th  Animator’s Meet at Trichy:  May the Spirit of the Lord be with us to enlighten, encourage and empower us in order to make our Community life meaningful and our mission fruitful. May He teach us all those things which the Lord promised before He ascended into Heaven - ‘The Holy Spirit will teach you all things”.  Kindly bring the Acts of the GC XXII. 
21st - 22nd Youth Convention will be held at Auxilium- Thanjavur. Kindly follow the information and the Program Schedule sent by the Youth Pastoral Coordinators and prepare the youth who will be participating in the same and enable them to be good Samaritans in their day to day life. 
28th - 30th The National Level Meet for the Coordinators of the Indian FMA Provinces working in the Areas of Education, Youth Pastoral and Social Communication will be held at Kodambakkam Chennai.
20th Nov. - 20th. Dec. 2009: First Phase of the National Level Second Novitiate Programme commences at Manikandam in Trichy. Let us pray that they may have a fruitful and joyful experience in preparation for their final commitment.
The particulars of the Salesian Family Day Celebrations will be sent to you in due time.  May Mamma Margaret, the great Educator of the Salesian Family spur us on       with zeal and enthusiasm to grow in Salesian Holiness. Kindly prepare the members of the Salesian Family for this joyful event.

Let us pray for Sr.Leema Joseph whose father passed away on 21st October, that the Lord may strengthen her and all her family members to accept this suffering. Let us pray for the repose of the soul of Mr. Joseph. Let us also remember to pray for all the dear ones of our sisters who have gone to the Father’s House to enjoy eternal bliss.
Let us also keep in mind all the sick and elderly people who have recommended themselves to our prayers and who await the same from us. 
In conclusion to this letter, let’s listen to the prayer of our dear St. Francis de Sales:
Love Eternal, my soul needs and chooses You eternally!  Oh, come Holy Spirit and inflame our hearts with you love!  To love -- or to die!  To die -- and to love! To die to all other love in order to live in Jesus' love, so that we may not die eternally; but that we may live in your eternal love! O Saviour of our souls, we eternally sing, "Live, Jesus!  Jesus, I love! Live, Jesus, whom I love!  Jesus, I love, Jesus Who lives and reigns forever and ever. AMEN (From The Treatise on the Love of God) 
Yours affectionately,

Sr. Mary Ann Fernando

Provincial
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PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1

:  Trichy - Manikandam Junior sisters’ Recollection 
 2

:  Journey
        

 3 - 4   

:  Keela Eral - Provincial Visit 
          

 5- 6
     
:  Therespuram - Provincial Visit 
7

:  Journey
       

 8 - 11

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Visit
        

12 

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 

13

:  Thanjavur 

14

:  Thanjavur - Provincial Community Day


15 

:  Trichy - Animators’ Meet 
16 -17

:  Trichy - Provincial Council
18-19

:  Trichy - Vadaku Paganoor - Provincial Visit  

      

20

:  Trichy - Second Novitiate


21-22

:  Thanjavur - Youth Convention 



23

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 
24 - 26

:  Broadway - Provincial Visit
27

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 
28-30
:  Kodambakkam - National level Meet- Education, Youth  

                           Pastoral and Social communication 
 

PROGRAMME OF THE ECONOMER 

3  

:  Broadway / MPT
4

:  Manivakkam 
5

:  Dindigul / Ulagampatti
6

:  Therespuram

7

:  Recollection 

13

:  Trichy - V.Paganoor

14

:  Thanjavur – Provincial Community Day


15 

:  Trichy - Animators’ Meet 

16 -17

:  Trichy - Provincial Council

19

:  Auxilium Home/ Sacred Heart Home
20

:  Auxilium College 
21

:  Vellore St.Mary’s
22

:  Yellegiri Hills 
27-30

:  Kodambakkam – National Level Meet
---------------------------------------
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