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Viva Gesu`!
Dearest Sisters
I would like to begin with St. Teresa of Avila’s exhortation on the  two Commandments of Our Lord of which she says: “We do not love  God, and therefore do not do those things which exemplify  love of God; Likewise we do not love our neighbour, and thus do not do those myriad of things which we could do to exemplify that brotherly and sisterly love.  How very easy it is to ignore one in need.
Teresa teaches us another lesson, that of fear of God.  Respectful fear of God was a recurrent theme in the Hebrew Testament, and is less evident in the New Testament. Yet she teaches us about  what fear of God is; a great fear of offending Him, both for the consequences to ourselves as a result of our fall from grace, and because of the rejection of His infinitive love, a rejection which injures Him.  And so she admonishes us to pray continually for the strength not to fall.  She also begs us to recognize the need for humility, to recognize the true Source of any good that we do, and to immediately give praise to God alone for any good we do or see done by another.
As we are in this HOLY LENTEN SEASON,  Perhaps we should take off our righteous robes just long enough during these 40 days to put ashes on our own heads, to come before God with  new humility that is willing to confess, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner,” May be we should be willing to prostrate ourselves before God and plead, “Lord in my hand no price I bring; simply to the cross I cling.”  That might put us in a position to hear God in ways that we have not heard Him in a long time.  And it may be the beginning of a healing for which we have so longed.  O Lord, begin with me, here, and now.

As we celebrate the FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH  on 19th March it is praiseworthy to highlight St. Joseph’s selfless spirituality which led him to change the direction of his life from following his will of divorcing Mary to following God’s will of taking Mary into his home.  Today we contemplate Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin, protector of the Incarnate Word, a man of daily work, steward of the great mystery of salvation. Like Mary, Joseph also believed in the Lord’s word and came to share in it. Like Mary, he believed that this divine plan would be fulfilled through their willing co-operation. And this is what happened: the eternal Son of God became man in the Virgin Mother’s womb. 
25th March reminds us of the FEAST OF THE ANNUNICATION of the Angel to the Blessed Virgin Mary. At the Annunciation, the angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will conceive a Son, and his name will be Jesus. His greeting, "Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you" has echoed down through the ages in many prayers, and is known as the "Hail Mary." Mary was confused as to how she would bear God's Son, since she was a virgin. The angel then explains that the Holy Spirit will come upon on her. Mary's response to the angel, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word,"  is a statement of humble faith, and a model for how we are to respond when God calls us to do what seems impossible. This response is called Mary's fiat.  By pronouncing her "fiat" at the Annunciation and giving her consent to the Incarnation, Mary was already collaborating with the whole work her Son was to accomplish. She is mother wherever he is Savior and head of the Mystical Body.

ALL IN THE FAMILY

· THE BRIEF VISIT OF   OUR DEAR RECTOR MAJOR Don Pasqual Chavez along with  Rev. Fr. Adrian Bregolin – Vicar,  Rev. Fr. Juan Jose'- the Secretary and        Rev. Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaga – Regional for South Asia have left most cherished and fond Salesian odour of Sanctity  of our dear Father and Founder, St. John Bosco.  His words of encouragement and admonition to all of us  who form part of the Salesian Family, nay, the Salesian Movement were impelled to place before ourselves the question: ‘IF DON  BOSCO WERE TO RETURN TODAY, HOW WOULD HE FIND US, IN RESPECT TO THAT  BEAUTIFUL CHARISM  HE HAD LEFT US AS OUR HERITAGE”.  Thank you! dear Rev. Fr. Pasqual Chavez for  following your Sons and Daughters with so much of  love and concern, helping us to be ever more authentic to all those meaningful and God-filled teachings and way of life of our dear Father, Don Bosco.  Evviva!!!

I must Congratulate you dear sisters for being so enthusiastic in welcoming the above mentioned guests and making them feel at home in many ways and in various places through your very Presence, Performances and Gestures.  Special thanks go to Sr.James Glorina and the Sisters of the community at Chetpet for all the necessary arrangements made on 4th February to welcome the ninth successor of Don Bosco in our campus. May God bless your generous availability dear sisters. 
· La Madre has communicated that the Visiting Councillor SR.LUCY ROSE OZHUKAYIL will accompany the journey of the PCI. We the FMA INDIA welcome you with joy to lead and guide us to grow in Salesian Sanctity responding  to GC XXII. 
· CONGRATULATIONS to our dearest SR.WILMA DE SOUZA who is elected as the New Provincial of Mumbai Province. Welcome back dear sister and we assure you our sincere prayers for your fruitful mission. 
· Mother General and her council have nominated Sr. MARIA PETTAYIL as the Provincial Kolkata. CONGRATS to you dear sister for your courageous YES and we implore God’s blessings now and always. 
· WOMEN’S DAY  -  8 th March
“Promote Life and Rights” is the theme proposed for the celebration of this day. As we have many groups and ample chances to encourage women folk, let us do it joyfully and convincingly.
· DAYS IN COMPANY AND UNION WITH THE LORD
The next batch of Retreatants will be assembled at Yercaud from March             9th to 16th preceded by Discernment Sessions on the 7th and 8th of March.
· The Animators of the Communities will begin their days  of intimacy with the Lord from  28th March to 4th April preceded by Sessions on Discernment and Animators Meet on  26th and 27th March , at Yercaud.
· WORLD DAY OF GRATITUDE As we know the World Day of Gratitude will be celebrated at Damascus (Syria) in the Province of Jesus Adolescent in the Middle East from April 24-26, 2009. The theme proposed by the Province is: Let us undertake journeys of conversion to love with the passion of Paul.  We are called to journey together with our educating community members to express our thanks to the Lord for our New Mother General who is the bond of unity and communion. Kindly deepen this theme referring to the Letter of La Madre Cir.898, the letter of Sr.Emilia Musatti the Vicar General and   of mine with suitable suggestions to discover the hidden pearls. Thus we may become all things to all (1Cor 9,22b)
· EXAMS ON THE RUN!    May the Spirit of the Lord descend on all our dear students preparing feverishly for their final exams, especially those of Std. X, XII and College Students.  May they have the joy of reaping a plentiful harvest after a year of diligent study and hard work. May God bless and reward them along with their dedicated and loyal Staff. Let’s praise and thank the Lord in anticipation!!!

· Our heartfelt Sympathy and prayers to our dear Sr.Teresa Castellino and the sisters of Mumbai Province for the loss of our dear Sr.Czernik Walentyna and Sr.Francis Domingo. May they rest in peace. 

· Prayers are requested for all our sick and ailing sisters and dear ones of our sisters. May they find strength, courage and support in the Cross of Christ. 
To conclude, reflecting on the life of St. Francis de Sales, it could be said of him most truthfully:  “her conversation (Wisdom) hath neither bitterness, nor her company any tediousness, but joy and gladness.” (Wisdom; VIII:16 )  Endowed with every virtue, he excelled in meekness of heart, a virtue so peculiar to himself that it might be considered his most characteristic trait.
Yours affectionately,

Sr. Mary Ann Fernando fma 
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PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1 - 2

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 

 3

:  Mannivakkam - Provincial Visit
        

 4 - 5  

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Visit
          

 6   

:  Journey to Yercaud 

        

 7 - 8     
:  Yercaud - Discernment Seminar  
       

 9 - 16

:  Yercaud - Annual Retreat II
        

17     

:  Dharmapuri & Yellagiri - Provincial Visit
18

:  Jawadhi Hills - Provincial Visit 

19 

:  Journey 
           

20 

:  Tiruppur & Erode
- Provincial Visit



21

:  Coimbatore & Wellington
- Provincial Visit

      

22  

:  Journey to Yercaud 
23 - 25 
:  Yercaud - Provincial Council 
26 

:  Yercaud - Discernment Seminar 
27 

:  Yercaud - Animators’ Meet
28 - 04 April    :  Yercaud - Annual Retreat III
 

 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  VICE PROVINCIAL

1 

:  Kodambakkam – Provincial Team meeting 

7 

:  Kodambakkam - Second Novitiate program 
       

22  

:  Journey to Yercaud 
23 - 25 
:  Yercaud - Provincial Council 
26 

:  Yercaud - Discernment Seminar 
27 

:  Yercaud - Animators’ Meet
28 - 04 April    :  Yercaud - Annual Retreat III
 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  ECONOMER 
                6 - 7 

: Wellington 

13

:  Dindigul 
22  

:  Journey to Yercaud 
23 - 25 
:  Yercaud - Provincial Council 
26 

:  Yercaud - Discernment Seminar 
27 

:  Yercaud - Animators’ Meet
28 - 04 April    : Yercaud - Annual Retreat III
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