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Viva Gesu`!

Dearest Sisters!
We have heard so much about Union with God in our Religious life; let us now try to ponder on what St. Teresa of Avila means by union with God.  She says: “I understood that it consists in the spirit being pure and raised above all earthly things so that there is nothing in the soul that wants to turn aside from God’s will. Detachment from everything, and involvement with Him, that there is no thought of love of self or of any creature.”  From this we understand what a jealous God we are espoused to; isn’t?

The feast of ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE and that of our Province under whose patronage it stands.  As we renew the consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus let us pray for one another that we may have his apostolic zeal for the salvation of souls and that he may grant us many young, holy and enthusiastic vocations to continue the mission entrusted to us. 
ST. MARIA GORETTI (October 16, 1890 – July 6, 1902) is an Italian Roman Catholic Virgin Martyr saint. She is one of the youngest saints of the Roman Catholic Church. She was martyred after dying from multiple stab wounds, because of love of Jesus and her loyalty to God's commandments. Let us ask St. Goretti to plead before the throne of God to put an end to the various kinds of atrocities against women and young girls of today. Let’s make the book of St. Maria Goretti available to our young girls and inspire them to live for a cause. 
BLESSED MARIA ROMERO also known as female Don Bosco was one of eight children born to a wealthy, upper-class family; her father was a government minister. Educated by her family tutors and at the local Salesian Sisters' school, she could play piano and violin, studied drawing, and loved to learn. At the age of twelve she spent a year extremely sick from rheumatic fever; she was paralyzed for six months and her heart was permanently damaged. She was cured by the intercession and apparition of Our Lady, Help of Christians, during which vision she understood her vocation to be a Salesian sister.   She taught music, drawing and typing to rich school girls, trades to the poor and trained catechists. Many of her students were won over by her way of life and worked with her to help the poor and abandoned. Let us learn from her to be a loving educator. 
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL According to a pious tradition the Blessed Virgin appeared to St. Simon Stock at Cambridge, England on Sunday, 16 July, 1251. In answer to his appeal for help for his oppressed order, she appeared to him with a scapular in her hand and said: "Take, beloved son, this scapular of thy order as a badge of my confraternity  for thee and to  all Carmelites as a special sign of grace; whoever dies in this garment, will not suffer everlasting fire. It is the sign of salvation, a safeguard in dangers, a pledge of peace and of the covenant" This tradition appears in precise form for the first time in 1642, when the words of the Blessed Virgin were given in a circular of St. Simon Stock which he is said to have dictated to Peter Boyle, his secretary and confessor. It is widely believed that its general content remains  as a reliable pious tradition.

FEAST OF ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE: The Gospel lists of the Twelve (Mathew, Mark and Luke) all include James and John among the first four, and from one of them (Mark 3,17)  we learn that Jesus nicknamed them 'the sons of thunder' - perhaps justified by the story (Luke 9, 51-56) that they once wished to call down fire from heaven to destroy a village which had refused them hospitality.  

James and John were present at the healing of Peter's mother-in-law and at the raising of Jairus's daughter. They are described in private conversation with Jesus on the mount of Olives.  They were also present, with Peter (but not Andrew), at the Transfiguration, a key event in Jesus's life, and again, the same three disciples are called apart from the others in Gethsemane.

Their mother Salome - or they themselves - asked Jesus to accord them places on his right and his left when he came into his kingdom, when they also declared themselves ready to drink from the same cup as Jesus - i.e. to accept martyrdom. Finally, the sons of Zebedee are specifically mentioned as present at one of the post-resurrection appearances (John 21, 2), on the lakeshore of Tiberias; and among those gathered in the upper room after the ascension (Acts 1, 13). The only certain fact recorded of James afterwards is his martyrdom (Acts 12, 1-2) at the hands of Herod Agrippa I.
ALL IN THE FAMILY

· FMA - PCI 

I am glad to bring to your notice that the following sisters will be participating in the FMA PCI meet at Hyderabad from 9th to 12th August 2009. 

Sr.Yetukuri Alphonsa Maria :  Delegate chosen by the Province 

Sr.Kanickaraj Tamizharasi    :  Delegate chosen by the Provincial Council 

Sr.Mathew J.Siriapushpam    :  National level coordinator for Formation 

Sr.Stanislaus Mary Dora        :  National level coordinator of Young at Risk,

Sr.Amalanathan M.Margaret :  FMA-PCI Secretary  and myself.

· My heartfelt thanks to Sr. Yetukuri Alphonsa Maria and the community of Fatima for hosting the National Formators’ Meet and helping them to have a real Cenacle experience. May our good Lord who watches over every little act done in love bless and reward you. Appreciation and thanks to Sr.Mathew J. Siriapushpam the National level coordinator for Formation Sector, for organizing and bringing it to its completion. May God bless and accompany you today and always. 
· 11th The coordinators of Youth Pastoral, Media and Mission ad / inter gentes meet at Broadway to boost each one of us in the Salesian Path of Da mihi animas.
· 12th Past Pupils and Head Mistresses assemble at Broadway, may they be enlightened to do what is best in favour of the Past pupils.
· 15th – 19th The Newly appointed Economers meet to learn and share their experience. May their enthusiasm be kindled for a greater purpose.
· 21st - 23rd The Aspirants and eight postulants enter their Retreat. Let’s remember them in our prayers that they may profit from it as much as possible.   On 24th the Postulants receive their medal and begin another stage in Religious life.  May the Lord be their inspiration and guide.

· 16th July Sr.Rayappan Elisa and Sr.Samuel Gloria Navaneetham will leave for Rome to participate in the Past Pupils’ Convention. We wish them good luck and safe journey. 
· 1st and 2nd August All the young sisters will have their Animation and Recollection in Mannivakkam. They are expected to be there on 31st July            at 5.00 p.m. 
· From 1st to 5th August the Development Office Interprovincial Seminar will be held at Yercaud. May this seminar enkindle in each one the spirit of ‘da mihi animas, cetera tolle’ and help to pool all our resources to reach out to many in need. 
In conclusion I wish to highlight a thought from our dear Saint Francis de Sales.

In his book “Introduction to the devout life” speaking about the ‘Necessity of purging away all tendencies to venial Sins’ suggests the following in Part I – Chapter 22
“As daylight waxes, we, gazing into a mirror, see more plainly the soils and stains upon our face; and even so as the interior light of the Holy Spirit enlightens our conscience; we see more distinctly the sins, inclinations and imperfections which hinder our progress towards real devotion; and the selfsame light which shows us these blots and stains kindles in us the desire to be cleansed and purged there from.”
Yours affectionately,

Sr.Mary Ann Fernando 
Provincial
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PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

1-2   
Kodambakkam - National Formators’ Meet

3     
Kodambakkam - Provincial Office

4     
Journey

5     
Tirupattur - MIC  Provincial Visit

6     
Jawadhi - Provincial Visit

7     
Polur - Provincial Visit

8     
Yellagiri - Provincial Visit

9     
Dharampuri - Provincial Visit

10   
Journey

11   
Broadway F.X - Youth Pastoral & Media Meet
       
George Town - Provincial Visit 

12   
Broadway F.X. - Head Mistress Meet

       
Tiruvittyur - Provincial Visit  
13   
New Washermenpet - Provincial Visit  

14   
Chetpet - Provincial Visit 

15   
Broadway - Provincial Visit  

16-17   Kodambakkam - Provincial Visit

18    
Katpadi - Auxilium College - Governing Body Meet

19   
Katpadi - Auxilium Home - Provincial Visit

20    
Vellore - St. Mary’s - Provincial Visit

21-23   Katpadi - Sacred Heart Home - Candidates’ Retreat

24        Aspirants enter The Postulancy

25-26 
Katpadi- Sacred Heart Home - Provincial Council
27-28 
Katpadi - Auxilium College - Provincial Visit
29-31 
Provincial Office  
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