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Viva Gesu`!

Dearest Sisters,

After a period of memorable Stay at the Centre with our dear Superiors and sisters that represented the entire FMA world, I am glad to be back in the midst of you, loaded with wishes and news from all our dear Superiors and Sisters gathered in Rome for the General Chapter XXII.  I very much wish to express my gratitude and that of the entire Congregation for being close to us in fervent prayer and hidden sacrifices for the successful conclusion of the General Chapter XXII  in which each one of you were present with your valuable contribution given prior to the Chapter event.  May the Lord reward and bless you!

At this juncture together with all of you dear Sisters I wish to extend our Hearty Congratulations to our newly elected and beloved Mother General, Mother Yvonne  Reungoat for being so generous to accept the great responsibility of   leading   and guiding us on the path of Salesian sanctity.  Our prayerful wishes go with you our dearest and loving Mother Yvonne!

I also feel it my sacred duty on behalf of each one of you  to thank our beloved and  former Mother General, Sr. Antonia Colombo for her unflinching courage and authentic Salesian spirit with which she has so graciously accompanied us during her term of office.  Thanks a million dear Mother, Sr. Antonia Colombo for being by our side all these years with so much love and concern.

My Sincere thanks to dear Sr. Samala Amala who had lent a helping hand during my absence all these months for the various needs of the Province. I really felt relieved and had no pre-occupations whatsoever for I knew that she would do her very best and indeed dear Sr. Amala you had done it.  A Word of appreciation and thanks to all the Provincial Councillors, Animators and all those who collaborated with her in my absence.  May the Lord richly reward and bless you all.  

We have entered the Advent Season which makes the faithful reflect back and are encouraged to celebrate the anniversary of the Lord’s first coming into this world.  We ponder again the great mystery of the Incarnation when our Lord humbled Himself, taking on our humanity, and entered our time and space to free us from sin.  On the other hand, we recall in the Creed that Our Lord will come again to judge the living and the dead and that we must be ready to meet Him.  Our dear Mother the Church through the Advent season emphasizes a threefold coming of Christ:  

· We celebrate His coming in HISTORY  in Bethlehem,

· We celebrate his coming in MYSTERY through Word and Sacrament,

· And we celebrate his coming in MAJESTY at the end of time.

With these thought provoking sentiments let us begin and spend the Advent season to welcome the Divine Child of Bethlehem in a less unworthy manner.

As we are fast approaching the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, we cannot but recall the Roman Catholic Dogma, the conception of Mary, the mother of Jesus without any stain of original sin. It also states that from the first moment of her existence, she was preserved by God from the lack of sanctifying grace that afflicts mankind, and that she was instead filled with divine grace.  It is further believed that she lived a life completely free from sin.  Let us all together with our young people, reflect, meditate and study the beauty of what divine grace means.  It is only by God’s grace that one can fight the battle against sin especially in the present day context in which our young people move and live.  I would like to recall, among the many witnesses and teachers of spirituality, the figure of St. Louis de Montfort who proposes consecration to Christ through the hands of Mary, as an effective means for Christians to live faithfully their baptismal commitments.

The Significance of Christmas is known to people, all over the world.  Christmas symbolizes a very deeply significant truth of the spiritual life of Jesus.  Jesus Christ is the very personification of Divinity.  He was born at a time when ignorance, superstition, greed, hatred and hypocrisy prevailed upon the land.  Purity was forgotten and morality was neglected.  In the midst of these conditions, Christ was born and He worked a transformation in the lives of people.  There came a change upon the land.  People started upon a new way of life.  Thus new era dawned for the world. The Manger Spirituality tells that the spiritual awakening comes to the seeker, who is perfectly humble and “meek” and “poor in spirit”.  Let’s take courage at the thought that, as Christ was born unknown to the world and in the obscurity of darkness, even so, the advent of the Christ-spirit takes place in the inwardness of man when there is total self-effacement and self-abnegation.

I wish each one of you and your dear ones a very meaningful and Happy Christmas.!!!

AGIMUS 

As the Year 2008 draws to an end, we have every reason to Praise and Thank the Lord for the countless blessings He has showered on us though be it in the form of joys or sorrows, which He alone in His Wisdom can fathom the meaning of every incident that takes place in our lives.  As we stand before Him in repentance for our faults and failings committed during the year,  we rejoice  at the same time  that our God is not far away and unfamiliar with the daily  struggles of human life.  With great Trust and Hope in the Lord let us all begin the New Year under His merciful gaze and love.  A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL!

Second Novitiate: From the 20th Nov. – 20th Dec. the following      six Junior sisters,                       Sr. Arockiasamy Celine Mary, Sr. Joseph Victoria, Sr.Pathimathan Gloria Rani,                             Sr. Savariappan Irine Novila Rani, Sr. Savarimuthu Stella Rani and  Sr.Sylas Rani Saluja will be at Trichy Manikandam for their Second Novitiate.  We shall accompany them with our prayers that it may be days filled with holy inspirations and renewed spiritual energy to get closer to the Lord and to souls awaiting them in their mission.

Annual Retreat 

The ‘new’ is always the creative and unexpected work of the Spirit that operates a new covenant with God in time.  The annual retreat is a particularly effective time of spiritual renewal. I welcome all the sisters who have decided to make their annual retreat from    28th Dec. 2008 to 4th Jan 2009 at Mannivakkam, to consider this opportunity to be of great importance in giving a new impetus to our striving for sanctity. Let us prepare ourselves and make use of this chance in the best way possible. (Ref. FMA Const. 46 )

Sad News indeed! to hear of the demise of our dear Sr. Rosamma Thonnipara  (RIP) who has left for her eternal reward in so short a time. May she be greeted and welcomed by her Lord and Master in the company of the Blessed Virgin and all the Saints in Heaven for her life of genuine love in the service of King, for the Holy Scripture says:  “Whoever serves Me my Father will honour him”. Now it is the time for you dear Sister to be honoured by your Creator Himself. 

I also would like to extend my condolences to our dear sisters who lost their dear ones in my absence. I was with you in spirit and prayer. May the Lord increase our faith and help us to march towards the everlasting life which is prepared for us. 

St. Mary Mazzarello in her letter #13, wishes us her daughters as follows:   “Be always good, good to all, give good example to all who see you, and pray from your heart.”

Yours affectionately,
Sr. Mary Ann Fernando fma 

Provincial 

December   2008

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1 - 2   
:  Madras :Vyasarpadi - Provincial Visit
        

 3 - 4  

:  Madras : Mannivakkam  - Provincial Visit
             
 5   

:  Journey to Katpadi
       

6 - 7   

:  GC XXII Transmission -  Auxilium College 

        

8 - 9   

:  Katpadi : Sacred Heart Home - Provincial Visit
       

10 – 11
:  Katpadi : Auxilium Home - Provincial Visit
        

12     

:  Kodambakkam 

:  Journey to Trichy
       

13 - 14 
:  Trichy-Manikandam   - GC XXII Transmission 
       

15 - 16 
:  Trichy- Manikandam  - Provincial Council 
               
17 

:  Trichy- Manikandam  - Second Novitiate animation
        

18 - 19 
:  Trichy - V. Paganoor  - Provincial Visit
           
20 

:  Madurai - Sringerinagar  



21

:  Kodambakkam  
      

22  

:  Sri Lanka - Journey
23 - 25 
:  Sri Lanka - Provincial Visit, Transmission
26 

:  Journey   - to Chennai 
27 

:  Kodambakkam
28 - 04 Jan    :  Mannivakkam- Annual Retreat 
 

 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  VICE PROVINCIAL

       

 6 - 7   
:  GC XXII Transmission - Auxilium College  


            9 - 12

:  Trichy- Manikandam   - Second Novitiate  

13 - 14 
:  Trichy- Manikandam   - GC XXII Transmission 
       

15 - 16 
:  Trichy- Manikandam - Provincial Council 



17 - 20
:  Trichy- Manikandam - Second Novitiate  
PROGRAMME  OF  THE  ECONOMER 

5

: Katpadi 

15 - 16 
: Trichy- Manikandam  - Provincial Council 

17

: Therespuram 

18

: Keela Eral 
               

  ________________
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