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Viva Gesu`!
Dearest Sisters,
As we are at the dawn of another month in the  New Year and  we have recently had the transmission of the General Chapter XXII, which had  dealt with so many marvelous Saints and personages  for our imitation, I am glad to bring to mind  one of our great Saints         ‘St. Teresa of Avila’.  She addresses the purpose of prayer, the reason behind the union of soul and God.  She continues: “The Beloved is dwelling in the soul in a unique way. She should relinquish all thought of resting and let go of any craving for personal honor or recognition. If the soul is so deeply with God, then she should not think so much about herself. She will be exclusively concerned with finding ways to please him and showing how much she loves him. Good works are born from this. Finding ways to please God and showing him how much we love him is the purpose of prayer. Reflect deeply on this I cannot overemphasize its importance. Fix your eyes on the crucified and everything else will seem insignificant”.

HEARTY WELCOME
As the entire Salesian Family rejoices at the coming of the successor of Don Bosco         Rev.Fr. Pascual Chavez sdb, let us cherish this moment of togetherness and make it a memorable one, accompanying him with our prayers as he goes about visiting the Salesian Family. Long Live our Rector Major!
It will be our spiritual advantage to be present at Chetpet-Chennai, at 12.00 noon on 4th February to welcome, greet and above all to hear his words of wisdom,  being the representative of our Founder St. John Bosco.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  The participants will lunch together with our dear Rector Major followed by his talk and friendly chat.  As informed earlier those who are able to participate in the meetings held at  Tirupattur, and Yercaud may do so at your choice. 
Once again a Warm Welcome to our Rector Major Rev.Fr.Pascual Chavez sdb,          Rev.Fr. Adriano Bregolin sdb., Vicar of the Rector Major, Rev.Fr.Maria Arokiam Kanaga sdb., Regional Councillor, Fr. Juan José Secretary to the Rector Major  and the VDBs   Miss. Olga Krozova and Miss. Dojmar Klcova.
   
CONGRATULATIONS

We do rejoice with our brother Salesians at the dual celebration of the two provinces Chennai and Trichy which celebrates the Platinum and Golden Jubilee respectively. Wonderful are His deeds! Let’s give thanks to the Lord, proclaim his greatness and invoke the blessings of the Almighty that their future dreams may come true and many young people may enjoy their presence in the years to come. 
APPRECIATION AND THANKS goes to our dear Sr. Samala Elisa and all the local delegates of Past Pupils Association and those others who were actively involved in one way or another to make the event a grand success. We extend our sincere thanks to all the Past Pupils who have left no stone unturned to make their presence conspicuous by their loving, enthusiastic presence and participation who brought to limelight in a very attractive manner the theme: “Hands in the world and roots in the heart” we rest assured that the message so aptly chosen will be realized in its authenticity in the midst of the  Salesian world far and near. Sr. James Glorina and each of the Sisters of the community at Kingsford cannot be easily forgotten for the hectic work and perfect arrangements made in every nook and corner to make the hosts feel most welcomed and comfortable.

Thanks for the presence of the Lord who had been with us to make the Diamond Jubilee celebration of the Religious Profession of our dear Sr. Moris Kanickam Maria and the Golden Jubilee sounding of bells of Sacred Heart Home, Katpadi and for having made one and all rejoice and praise the Lord for His wonders. Dear Sr. Devadoss Margaret and the Sisters had indeed done a wonderful job to help us celebrate the occasion with so much joy and cheer.  May the Community of Sacred Heart Home be blessed with many God sent candidates to serve the Lord in ever greater love and generosity in the years to come.  

A special word of thanks and appreciation to Sr.Mathew Siriapushpam who coordinated all the events of the day and to the dear communities of Auxilium College, Auxilium Home  St.Mary’s-Vellore and  all those who have contributed in an unique way to help us enjoy the day and make it an unforgettable one.  Thank you so much dear sisters! May God bless and reward your generosity. 
How could we ever forget our dear Community sisters  of Auxilium College, who with  great availability made the Educating Community event successful in every way,  be it by way of  accommodation, delicious  serving and by every other loving gestures. May God bless and reward you.
Congratulations to you sisters, teaching and non teaching staff, and students of Fatima –Kodambakkam for its meaningful Golden Jubilee celebrations. As you begin the second half of the century may it give you hope and enthusiasm, sharper vision and clarity of goals, a strong sense of solidarity and togetherness to go forward with greater sense of purpose. May you dream Big for a better tomorrow.

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
When Mary ritually presented her newborn Son in the Temple in Jerusalem, she did so in accordance with the Mosaic law. But the presentation of the Lord, certainly prefigured her sacrificial gift at the foot of the Cross. At the foot of the Cross, the sorrowful Mother reveals at once the quiet dignity of her love and the true sacrificial character of her charity. Her ritual offering of her child was accepted by God on Calvary. For Mary, the presentation of the Lord, offered in obedience to the Father, did not have a payback. It was an expression of love, a love that was tested and confirmed by the Cross. 
ST. JOHN DE BRITTO
St. John’s mother, when she had learned that her son was going to India , used all her influence to prevent him from leaving his own country and persuaded the Papa; Nuncio to intervene.  But the future martyr declared firmly “God, who called me from the world into religious life, now calls me from Portugal to India.  Not to respond to my vocation as I ought, would be to provoke the justice of God.  As long as I live, I shall never cease to desire passage to India”.  His ardent desire was fulfilled.  Both the days and nights of         St. John were dedicated to bringing aid to the poor Christians and pagan afflicted by so many disasters.  St. John’s miracles helped him and God preserved him from the snares of his many enemies. Reflecting on this let us not be afraid to work courageously for the Kingdom of God. Because Jesus has said: “I am with you always”.  There is no one greater than our God, Jesus Christ.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
In the school of Mary one can learn to live, not only to give Christ to the world, but also to await with faith the hour of Jesus, and to remain with Mary at the foot of the cross. Wherever providence has placed a person, there is always more to be done for God's cause. In response to the Immaculate, Consecrated and Religious will fight with the weapons of prayer, penance and by triumphs of charity. Go to her, you who are crushed by material misery, defenseless against the hardships of life and the indifference of men. Go to her, you who are assailed by sorrows and moral trials. Go to her, beloved invalids and infirm, you who are sincerely welcomed and honoured at Lourdes as the suffering members of our Lord. Go to her and receive peace of heart, strength for your daily duties, joy for the sacrifice you offer.  Let’s remember all our sick Sisters, our dear parents, those dear to us, our benefactors and those who have no one to pray for. 
SAINTS VERSIGLIO AND CARAVARIO 
Of the many outstanding virtues of St. ALOYSIUS VERSIGLIO, one of them worth mentioning is his Eucharistic piety.  Versiglia was a deeply Eucharistic soul.  When he was not in his office, you were sure to find him praying before the Blessed Sacrament in his private chapel.  Early in the morning he would go there for meditation.  His holy mass was preceded by diligent preparation and followed by fervent thanksgiving.  He often visited the Blessed Sacrament during the day and he spent time in the chapel before retiring for the night.

St. CARAVARIO received the sub-diaconate on 9th May 1929, and his priestly ordination on 18th May, eve of Pentecost.  On that day he wrote these memorable words to his mother, “Now your Callistus is no longer yours, he must be entirely the Lord’s, wholly consecrated to his service.  I hope the Lord will grant me this grace.  On your part, from now on, think only of praying that I may be a holy priest, setting good example to all and entirely dedicated to the cause of the Lord.”

May we draw inspirations from his authentic life of detachment.

ASH WEDNESDAY The imposition of ashes reminds each penitent of their sinfulness and mortality, and thus, their need to repent and get right with God before it is too late. The cross reminds each penitent of the good news that through Jesus Christ crucified there is forgiveness for all sins, all guilt, and all punishment.   It also should be obvious that the imposition of ashes, like similar external practices, are meaningless, even hypocritical, unless there is a corresponding inner repentance and change of behavior. This is made clear in Isaiah 58:5-7 which gives us enough food for thought to begin our Lenten season meaningfully. Wishing you all and myself a very Holy and fervent Lenten Season! 
EXAMS! EXAMS!  The months of exams will be a great pre-occupying thought for all our dear students and staff as well. May the Wisdom that sits by the throne of God descend on all our dear students that they may be guided and helped to face it with serenity and courage for the greater Glory of God who has given them this wonderful opportunity to climb another step on the ladder of success.  May the Holy Spirit fill each one of you and give you the joy of completing your exams successfully and joyfully.  All the best! God be with you dear students and teachers!

RECOLLECTION and ANIMATION will be held on 7th and 8th February 2009 at Kodambakkam for the Junior Sisters and those who had made their Perpetual Profession in the year 2007 – 2008. The mentioned sisters are requested to be present at Kodambakkam before 6.00 p.m. on 6th February 2009.
ANNUAL RETREAT 

Kindly note the change:  The Sessions on Discernment and Meeting for the Animators  will be from  26th  – 27th  March followed by Annual Retreat. For all the other groups there is no change, do follow the dates given in the Calendar 2008 – 2009. 
WITH DEEP SYMPATHY we offer our heartfelt condolences to Rev.Fr.Provincial  and  all our brother Salesians  in Christ,at the demise of our dear ardent missionary and lover of the poor Rev. Fr.Francis Guezou who has passed into the  heavenly abode to receive the well merited reward for a life lived in its fullest according to the  spirit of St.John Bosco. May the Lord grant him eternal peace and receive him in His arms of love. 
I would like to conclude highlighting the greatness of  St. FRANCIS DE SALES who  is known for his gentleness, kindness and meekness with all sorts of persons, persecuting Calvinists, rude beggars, talkative women and people who disliked him for his goodness. He is called ‘the gentleman saint’, the ‘gentlest of saints’, the ‘doctor of charity’, ‘the most humane of saints’, the most lovable of saints.’ Which would we choose for ourselves from the above?  Choice is ours!

Yours affectionately,

Sr. Mary Ann Fernando fma 
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PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL

 1 
  
:  Journey

        

 2 

:  Kodambakkam – Recollection 

             
 3 - 4  

:  Participation - Rector Major’s Visit- Egmore, Chetpet

       

 5 - 6   

:  Tiruvottiyur - Provincial Visit

        

 7 - 8   

:  Kodambakkam - Juniors Animation and Recollection 

       

09 -11

:  Trichy-Manikandam - Provincial Visit

 

12 -13 

:  Puliadithammam - Provincial Visit 

       

14 - 15 
:  Keela Eral - Provincial Visit  

               
16 - 17 
:  Therespuram - Provincial Visit 
        

18 

:  Personal Work 
           

19 - 20

:  Madurai - Provincial Visit   



21 - 23

:  Thanjavur - Provincial Council   

      

24 - 25 
:  Regunathapuram - Provincial Visit
26 - 27

:  Thanjavur - Provincial Visit 

28 

:  Kodambakkam - Provincial Office 
 

 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  VICE PROVINCIAL
3 - 4  

:  Participation - Rector Major’s Visit- Egmore, Chetpet
7 - 9   

:  TNPCRI Regional Assembly - Chennai
     

13-14

:  Ulagampatti

17-18

:  Polur

21 - 23

:  Thanjavur - Provincial Council
28

:  Kodambakkam – Provincial Team   

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  ECONOMER 
3 - 4  

:  Participation - Rector Major’s Visit- Egmore, Chetpet
7 - 8   

:  Kodambakkam - Juniors Animation and Recollection
20

:  Therespuram 
21 - 23

:  Thanjavur - Provincial Council




___________







Salesian Sisters


Mazzarello Convent


Kodambakkam 


Chennai -600 024





1st February 2009











______________________________________________________________________________________

FMA – INM Provincial Circular February  - 2009

5

